
1.	 When reading these texts, what language or 
concepts resonate with you?	
a. What language makes you uncomfortable?  
b. What do they say about the relationship 
betwu,bc ubts )telm Htcesh gUt?k ibrn utsent bn  

rnmt kb ”dngi cekh ibrn Ittkp(  
a. How does being a U.S. resident or citizen 
compel you to “use your legs?”  
b. How do these answers di er?  
How are they the same?

5.	 How do these ideas relate to Rosh Hashanah, 
the ancient alarm clock of the shofar, reminding 
us to “Wake Up and Get to Work!”

What’s So Jewish About Civic Engagement?

Classical Jewish Texts & Medieval  
Rabbinic Commentary
1.	 “But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you 

into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:7

2.	 Rabbi Eliezer: God said to Moses, “There is a time 
to shorten and a time to lengthen. My children are 
distressed, the sea is closing, the enemy is pursuing, 
and you are standing there going on and on with 
prayer?!? Say to the children of Israel, ‘Go forth!’” 

3.	 Rabbi Joshua: God said to Moses, “There is nothing 
else for Israel to do except go forward. Go forth:  
when their legs go forth from the dry land to the 
sea, you will see the miracles that I will do for them.’” 
Shemot Rabbah 21:8

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.29.7?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Shemot_Rabbah.22?lang=bi
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~vox/0405/0404/heschel.html
http://Ballotready tool on the MitzVote website
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides


1.	 What role does atonement and 

https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides
http://www.mitz.vote
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WSRCDhTeD-MdUf6pMI31rdY3B2INUTU9G3sMkbetYUY/edit


https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides


1.	 Do we have a civic/Jewish/human/American 
obligation to vote? Relate this question to 
contemporary anarchist/radical philosophy. 
How do those ideologies coexist with voting? 

a. Voting is the bare minimum 

b. Voting is your price of admission to  
the community 

c. Voting is bigger than the candidate  
or current election

d. Voting demonstrates di erent theories  
of change

i. Community Change: Theories, Practice, 
and Evidence

2.	 What is the relationship between your lived 
experience and political philosophy and/or 
desire to vote? 

a. How do our experiences and/or status/
privileged positions shape our answers to this 

https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/rcc/COMMUNITYCHANGE-FINAL.PDF
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/files/content/docs/rcc/COMMUNITYCHANGE-FINAL.PDF
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.4?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.2.4?lang=bi
https://werepair.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Let%E2%80%99s-Inspire-Civic-Engagement.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/understanding-universe-obligation#:~:text=The%20activities%20that%20follow%20examine,whose%20injuries%20call%20for%20amends.%E2%80%9D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n0UPqGMNUgL1mq8RpPQ5p7_FEAjTLO4COR0b-FRIyss/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15y5zPD_3_UkaSuWrVZrgJ9N1-6H9FaKx4RlfhS5WBGU/edit#gid=0


https://www.emkinstitute.org/resources/lowering-the-national-voting-age-to-18
https://www.emkinstitute.org/resources/lowering-the-national-voting-age-to-18
https://www.emkinstitute.org/resources/lowering-the-national-voting-age-to-18
https://emki-production.s3.amazonaws.com/downloads/19/files/lowering_voting_original_text.pdf?1417623986
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/07/us/suffragists-descendants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/07/us/suffragists-descendants.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/vote/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/08/31/dont-take-your-right-to-vote-for-granted-immigrants-like-me-wait-years-to-have-the-chance/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/08/31/dont-take-your-right-to-vote-for-granted-immigrants-like-me-wait-years-to-have-the-chance/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=26&v=rF-94Hhogxo&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=26&v=rF-94Hhogxo&feature=emb_logo


How to Vote Your Values

Jewish Text 
ּ מִעֵנו שְַׁ

https://prizmah.org/blog/lo-bashamayim-hi-civic-responsibility-through-jewish-texts
https://prizmah.org/blog/lo-bashamayim-hi-civic-responsibility-through-jewish-texts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XIoUUeWgalC9CJbYllDMPGlu0DkHYeOKm1ekLQhpIUI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VRU3FKJmKazzVnhGdaBWc_C4D9txxy_V/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v3GXWVAhqwNHWx0pIfsxrGnoYKeJsARA/view
https://whatisessential.org/sites/default/files/resource/file/2020-09/My%20Political%20AutoBiography.pdf
http://www.mitz.vote


https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.14?lang=bi
https://civicspirit.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ACLU-theory-of-change.pdf
https://mncampuscompact.org/resource-posts/social-change-wheel-2-0-toolkit/


Should We Participate in a Broken System?

Jewish Text (Midrash)

Vayikra Rabba 4:6

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai taught a parable: Men were 
on a ship. One of them took a drill and started drilling 
underneath him. The others said to him: What are you 

https://www.sefaria.org/Vayikra_Rabbah.4.6?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://the.ink/p/noam-chomsky-wants-you-to-vote-for


The Vote is Over. Your Person Won/Lost. Now What?

Jewish Texts (Talmudic)

1.	  אתותימ וא אתורבח וא
“O havruta O’mituta” (BT Ta’anit 23a)	
“Give me friendship or give me death.”

2.	 Open Disagreement (Rabbi Avi Orlow)

Contemporary Texts

1.	 A Culture of Heavenly Argument: My Jewish 
Response to Senseless Hatred by Helen Kramer

2.	 Read a Story from Respect+Rebellion: Repairing 
Polarization on College Campuses

3.	 America’s Divided Mind—Beyond Conflict

4.	 Celebrating Political Diversity 	
- Joan Blades, John Gable

5.	 The Psychology of Polarization and How We Can 
Overcome Our Prejudices

6.	 Purple: America, We Need to Talk | Resetting the 
Table Docs

Action

Plan an event (virtual or in-person) to foster conversations 
and engage in the process of healing this country using 
Living Room Conversations or the Purple resource from 
Resetting the Table
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https://avikatzorlow.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/open-disagreement-bat-kol-pdf.pdf
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledge_detail/helen-kramer-a-culture-of-heavenly-argument-my-jewish-response-to-senseless-hatred/
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledge_detail/helen-kramer-a-culture-of-heavenly-argument-my-jewish-response-to-senseless-hatred/
https://respectandrebellion.com/stories/
https://beyondconflictint.org/americas-divided-mind/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQWK2mdPy58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQWK2mdPy58
https://www.bridgealliance.us/the_psychology_of_polarization_and_how_we_can_overcome_our_prejudices
https://www.bridgealliance.us/the_psychology_of_polarization_and_how_we_can_overcome_our_prejudices
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH9t7ud7Jgk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH9t7ud7Jgk
https://livingroomconversations.org/topics/
https://www.resettingthetable.org/purple
https://www.resettingthetable.org/purple


What Does Society Need to Thrive?

Jewish Text (Talmudic)

Sanhedrin 17b: Rules for Where a Torah Scholar Must Live

BEFORE YOU READ THE SANHEDRIN PASSAGE,  
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1.	 What elements and institutions does a city need to be 
safe and just and to thrive? 

2.	 How do your values impact your answer?

3.	 What elements and institutions does a city need for a 
(Jewish) person to live there safely and ethically? 	
Are all of these necessitates related to Judaism? 

NOW READ THE SANHEDRIN PASSAGE.

1.	 How do your answers in Questions 1-4 compare 	
to what is suggested by the Sanhedrin? 

2.	 Is there anything you would add to your ideal city 
upon reflection after reading the Sanhedrin?

3.	 How do you think the city where you reside 	
measures up to your ideal city and/or what the 
Sanhedrin proposes for a city? 

Actions

•	 Peruse the list of student clubs on your college’s 
website.

•	 Identify a group or club involved in civic engagement 
on your college campus that you have been interested 
in learning more about or getting involved with. 

•	 Now send them an email and introduce yourself!
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https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/133196.34?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2018/04/26/9-the-responsibilities-of-citizenship/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2018/04/26/9-the-responsibilities-of-citizenship/

